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Jane Austen was a female critical realist in English literature during the period of 
the late 18th century and the early 19th century. Though confined to a very limited 
neighborhood, with her exquisite and keen writing style, she created and published six 
novels --- Sense and Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park 
(1814), Emma (1815), Northanger Abbey (1818) and Persuasion (1818). Her novels 
are so different from those of other writers at the time that readers are sure to find no 
such images of Napoleon’s wars or sounds of English Industrial Revolution in her 
works. What readers will find in her novels are some trivial things, love affairs and 
marriages of ordinary people in a comfortable and quiet close-knit society, in which 
she showed many a real and vivid characters, live scenes and dramatic plots. With her 
realist attitudes and artistic creativity in her writings, Jane Austen played an important 
role in the history of English literature. Many scholars made massive researches and 
critics on Jane Austen and her novels from different aspects. This paper based on 
Grice’s Cooperative Principle, Leech’s Politeness Principle and Brown and Levinson’s 
Face Theory, attempting to classify, analyze and study the conversational implicature 
in the talks between Darcy and Elizabeth in Pride and Prejudice. 
Darcy is from a noble family with strong sense of individuality, while Elizabeth is 
from a middle-class family with high self-respect. For different purposes, they often 
change their ways to express their feelings and meanings. Sometimes they may express 
their feelings directly, but on some certain occasions, in order to avoid hurting each 
other’s feelings or conflicts, embarrassments or other negative results, they may 
convey their true meanings and feelings indirectly, but politely, by violating the 
maxims. In this way, both of them threaten the other party’s positive faces or reduce 
the self negative faces successfully. The conversational implicature in their talks are 















understand his/her implicature. But due to their different gender, idea and background 
knowledge, their conversational implicature will not be understood as they expect. 
Thus so many misunderstandings and conflicts happened between them, which 
contribute to a successful Pride and Prejudice. 
Literary studies are closely related with pragmatic approaches, and pragmatic 
researches need literary texts. By combining pragmatic researches with literary studies,, 
readers can gain a better understanding of literary works, and writers can produce 
better writings. Therefore, we can fully make the pragmatics research more thorough. 
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Chapter I  Introduction 
The present thesis intends to use the Cooperative Principle and Politeness 
Principle to analyze the implicatures in the lovers’ conversations in Jane Austen’s 
novel “Pride and Prejudice”. This chapter presents the rationale of the study, the 
objective of the study, the methodology of the study and the outline of the thesis.  
1. 1  The rationale of the study 
Just as Dai Weidong puts it, the objective of pragmatics study is to explain how 
language is used to achieve successful communication，conversation as the most 
common and natural form of communication, has drawn the attention of many 
scholars (Dai Weidong, 2002:92). Pragmatics studies from the form of deictic 
expressions to the sociology of ethnic verbal stereotypes. In our daily life, both 
speakers and listeners in the conversation are cooperating with each other in a smooth 
and successful way. Therefore how to understand an utterance and catch the meaning 
of it is very important. Grice (1975) holds that all speakers adhere to a basic 
Cooperative Principle to make the conversation smooth and meaningful. But 
sometimes, people violate the maxims of Cooperative Principle and produce the 
Conversational Implicature. That is to say, in some communication, the speaker’s 
words don’t mean literally what he says. They indirectly express their true meanings. 
Generally speaking, Grice’s theory of Conversational Implicature only helps to 
account for the relation between “sense and force”, but it cannot explain why people 
often flout the maxims of the Cooperative Principle and convey what they mean 
indirectly. In this regard, Leech’s Politeness Principle and maxims rescue Grice’s 
Cooperative Principles. His Politeness Principle and maxims are regarded as 
components of the Interpersonal Rhetoric, describing the indirect relationship between 
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Brown and Levinson summarize some politeness strategies ， which invite 
conversational implicature by violating Grice’s maxims of the Cooperative Principle 
of efficient communication. In this theory, people are believed to have positive and 
negative faces which may be maintained, damaged or enhanced through interaction 
with others. Brown and Levinson make a long list of politeness strategies for 
performing positive, negative and off-record politeness. The choice of different 
politeness strategies attaches great importance to the concept of “face”. The on-record 
strategies are adopted to perform the FTA directly while the off-record strategies 
invite Conversational Implicature to perform the FTA indirectly. In a word, Grice’s 
Cooperative Principle is a basic principle that people should share to make the 
conversation smooth and meaningful, Leech’s Politeness Principle conveys what they 
mean indirectly, Brown and Levinson’s politeness strategies explain why people often 
flout the maxims of the Cooperative Principle. All these principles and strategies can 
help to understand each other better and make our society more harmonious. 
 Lovers are special groups, which play an important role in the whole society. 
The theme of “love” exists almost in all the literary works and lovers are key 
characters in them. But linguists seldom pay attention to their conversations from the 
perspective of pragmatics. Pride and Prejudice is one of Jane Austen’s masterpieces, 
which shows readers her talent for describing the involvements and feelings and 
characters of ordinary life for the first time. Readers are always entertained by its 
intriguing love story, interesting characters and subtle humor. There are many reviews 
about this novel from the perspective of literature, linguistics and translation, which 
are perceived from the stylistics, rhetoric, history or philosophy but very few people 
consider lovers in it as a special group and make any systematic studies on them. The 
rich implicatures of the conversations between lovers, especially the conversations 
between Darcy and Elizabeth in Pride and Prejudice are usually ignored and lack of 
detailed and systematic analysis in current essays and reviews. Attempting to make 
some possible contributions, this thesis aims to analyze the conversational implicature 
in the conversations between Darcy and Elizabeth in detail from the perspective of the 
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